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Abstract: This research separates the EU member countries into four main 
groups: North, South, Central and Transition member countries in order to investigate 
the driving forces of populism in each region. Cultural, social and economic variables 
are included in the multivariable logistic model constructed in order to depict which 
factors are the most important in the rise of anti-establishment political parties in each 
of the four regions separately.  




1.1 Background of study 
Populism has changed the political scene of many Western societies. Donald 
Trump, Marine Le Pen, Norbert Hoffer, Nigel Farage and Geert Wilders are names 
who have changed well established political ideologies in Western societies. What 
variable and potential driving force can create corruption which is the main reason for 
populism?  
1.2 Aims and Objectives of the study 
Populism based on Cas Mudde (2007) is “a set of ideas which involve three 
main characteristics: authoritarianism, nativism and anti-establishment. They are 
political parties which support the beliefs of decent “ordinary” people against the 
dishonest elites. The definition of the word ordinary includes only the natives of a 
country and hinders xenophobic attitudes towards the cosmopolitan world we are 
living. 
There are specific characteristics describing the people voting for populist 
parties. According to Lipset and Bell (1960), “Extremist movements have much in 
common. They appeal to the disgruntled and psychologically homeless, to the 
personal failures, the society isolated the economically insecure, the uneducated, 
unsophisticated and the authoritarian persons”. Esping-Anderson (1990) argues that 
“mainly uneducated people during the early 21st century follow such parties”. 
Thomas Piketty’s (2014) puts forward the idea of rising levels of wealth and income 
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inequality. Betz (1994) argues that “socially disadvantaged groups are likely to blame 
immigrants and minorities for the difficult conditions they might go through”. 
Lubbers, Gijsberts and Scheepers (2002) report that “radical right support at 
individual-level in Western Europe was significantly stronger among the 
unemployed, blue-collar workers, and less educated sectors, as well as among men”. 
For Betz (1994), for example, the ascendancy of these parties is generated primarily 
by a public backlash directed against rising numbers of immigrants and asylum-
seekers, and the failure of mainstream governing parties to curb these numbers and 
protect national identities through effective public policy regulations. 
There was a rise of right-wing and fascist parties in the 1920s/1930s crises; 
Mussolini's Fascist Alliance, German NSDAP, Rexists (Belgium), Patriotic People's 
Movement (Finland), Falange (Spain), National Front (Switzerland). Moreover, 
during the 1990s financial crises; Danish Progress Party, Norwegian Progress Party, 
New Democracy (Sweden), Swiss People's Party, North League party (Italy). 
Recently during the 2007-08 crisis: UKIP, Party for Freedom (Netherlands), Front 
National (France), True Finns, Sweden Democrats, Alternative for Germany, The 
Donald. 
Populism is rising based on the economic inequality perspective due to greater 
income and wealth in Western societies leading to the less secure class of society to 
vote for populist movements. There is a separation of “Us” and “Them”. The cultural 
backlash is the result of a need for a move back as the cultural improvements are not 
desirable. This is particularly observed in the post-war generation. 
2. RESEARCH METHODOLODY 
2.1 Introduction 
European Union members were suffering recently from a political and economic 
unrest. This is highly contradictive since European Union was initially created to 
solve any instability and conflicts arising between its members. 
2.2 Research design 
This research firstly, separated European Union members in four main regions, 
namely North, South, Central and Transition countries. Then, the political parties of 
these countries were classified as populist parties or not. A list has been constructed 
of populist left and populist right based on the data from Chapel Hill Expert Survey 
(CHES) and European social survey economic and cultural attitudes were collected 
about the countries of interest. The aim was to depict which are the prominent 
characteristics which lead to voting for anti-establishment political parties in each of 
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2.3 Data collection  
2.3.1 Population  
The data consist of European Union member countries which grouped into four 
main groups namely the North, South, Transition and Centre EU members as stated 
above. This is done in order to compare regional effects on populism rise. The North 
comprises of Denmark, Finland, Ireland, Sweden and the United Kingdom. The 
South includes Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Portugal and Spain. The Centre consists of 
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany and the Netherlands. The former Transition 
economies group in Eastern Europe is composed of Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia. 
2.3.2 Voting behaviour 
It is of great interest to investigate the effect on the voting behaviour in each EU 
member after banking, currency and sovereign debt crises. The research aimed to 
distinguish which one of the three is altering the political scene mostly. It is proven, 
based on existing literature that financial crises are a cause of the rise of populism in 
Europe. However, this research tried to investigate not only the general effect of 
financial crises but the effect has on each type of crisis for EU members. The 
research tried to find a reason why some countries are facing high voting percentage 
for anti-establishment parties than others. In this research we are checking if the 
severity and the frequency of financial crises play a role. Apart from the financial 
crisis, a driving force of political crisis and the rise of populism could possibly be 
corruption and bribery in a country. Thus, the effect of corruption in each of the 
countries chosen is tested for a driving force of populism. 
2.3.3 Cultural and economic variables 
Cultural variables should include against immigration variables such as if the 
immigration is good or bad for the economy, if the countries cultural life is affected 
in a good or bad way by immigrants and if in general immigrants make a country 
better or worse place to live. Moreover, variables regarding mistrust of national and 
global governance should be included. For example, trust of European Parliament, 
United Nations, politicians in European countries, national government and the 
effectiveness of democracy in the particular country and European Union in general. 
In addition, authoritarian values and right-wing and left- wing self-placement 
variables such as importance of tradition, secure and safe environment, obedience of 
rules, proper behaviour, strong governance to ensure safety and stability and 
importance of customs and traditions. 
 





3. DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 
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In addition, authoritarian values and right-wing and left- wing self-placement 
variables such as importance of tradition, secure and safe environment, obedience of 
rules, proper behaviour, strong governance to ensure safety and stability and 
importance of customs and traditions. 
Regarding the economic variables sector of work (skilled, unskilled, primary, 
secondary and service sector occupation), dependence on social benefits, 
urbanisation, unemployment, reduction in pay salary of individual or anyone in the 
family could be included. Interaction variables could be included to observe the effect 
they both have simultaneously as well as controls such as age, sex, education, 
religion and ethnic minority. Then, run regressions on voting for far right or far left in 
the present of any financial crises. The effect on the subgroups and on all countries 
should be seen. 
The research presented the effect of each of the types of financial crises 
independently on the voting behaviour. In such a way the general effect of financial 
crises and of each type have been investigated as well as the effect on all the EU 
members and each group separately. Dummies of banking, currency and sovereign 
debt crises should be created but only two of the three should be included to prevent 
the dummy variable trap. 
4. SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The research constructed a multivariate logistic regression model in order to 
analyse the effects of economic and cultural variables on voting for anti-
establishment political parties. The dependant variable would be a dummy variable as 
would take the value zero and one. The preference of a populist party would be 
depicted if individuals voted for a populist party and/or if they feel close to a populist 
party. 
Corruption is an essential variable which could drive voting for populist parties. 
The dependant variable could remain the same as in the two above cases and the 
independent variables could include corruption as well. All the rest of the variables 
mentioned above could be included as well in order to act as controls and avoid 
omitted variable biases. Data for the corruption in each of the European Countries of 
interest could be included from Corruption Perception Index, Global Corrupting 
Barometer, Bribe Payers Index, Promoting Revenue Transparency, Transparency in 
Corporate Reporting, Defence Companies anti-corruption index and Government 
Defence anti-corruption index. 
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